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Furry friends a receptive audience as children explore books
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Other organizations exist as
well to certify dogs for similar
reading programs.

“It’s just a wonderful program,
everyone loves it and it’s work-
ing,” Whittaker said.

At its peak, the library had sev-
en dogs in the “Paws to Read”
program — a husky, poodle, gold-
en retriever, Rottweiler and some
mixed breeds.

Today, however, the library has
only three dogs available for ses-
sions: Marlo, a golden retriever;
Tyra, a Rottweiler; and Jesse, a
Rottweiler mix. During April,
many of the sessions were can-
celed due to medical and time is-
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sues the owners had. However,
the library did have a substitute

- dog earlier this month,

Beginning in June, though, a
new owner has stepped up and
plans to bring two alternating
dogs to reading sessions: Gracie, a
boxer; and Charlie, a Shih Tzu

- and poodle mix.

Whittaker said the library is in
need of additional dogs for the pro-
gram and is asking anyone inter-
ested in participating.to call the
youth services department at the
Kingsport Public Library at
229-9489. Dogs will have to be certi-
fied as a therapy dog before being
allowed to participate in the pro-
gram, Whittaker said.

Rebecca Hall, the children’s li-
brarian at the Kingsport Public Li-
brary, said the program stays full
with a waiting list of about a month
in advance.

“It’'s a very popular program,
and the kids are really excited
when they come in to read to the
dogs. They just love it,” Hall said.

Kingsport officials are planning
a renovation and expansion of the
library, with construction sched-
uled to begin in the fall of 2014.
Hall said she is hoping the pro-

- gram will have a dedicated space

in the new library, noting now the
program has to share a room else-
where in the library, not in the
children’s department.




